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OAPEN-UK is a collaborative research project gathering evidence to help 
stakeholders make informed decisions on the future of open access (OA) 
scholarly monograph publishing in the humanities and social sciences (HSS). It 
is funded by Jisc (www.jisc.ac.uk) and the Arts & Humanities Research Council 
(AHRC) (www.ahrc.ac.uk) and has been working with all the key stakeholders to 
identify and discuss concerns, challenges, perceptions and opportunities related 
to a transition to open access monographs. By working with each stakeholder 
and sharing findings between stakeholders, the project promotes understanding 
and knowledge and enables stakeholders to make informed decisions based on 
evidence, rather than assumptions. This guide is an output of the OAPEN-UK 
project. 



A number of projects and initiatives are looking at how open access might work for 
monographs. All these projects begin with a clear understanding that open access 
for monographs may need to work in a very different way from open access for 
journals. For more information on these projects please see the section below. 



Projects 


Web link 


OAPEN-UK 


http://oapen-uk.jiscebooks.org/ 


OAPEN-NL 


http://oapen.org/download?type=export&export= 

oapen-nl-final-report 


HEFCE’s Monographs and 
Open Access project 


http://www.hefce.ac.uk/whatwedo/rsrch/rinfrastruct/ 

oa/monographs/ 


Jisc Collections - OAPEN 
project for centralised OA 
monograph services 


https://www.jisc-collections.ac.uk/Jisc-Collections- 

OAPEN-project-for-OA-monograph-services/ 


Jisc’s National 
Monograph Strategy 


http://monographs.jiscinvolve.org/wp/ 



Table 1: projects on or related to open access monograph publishing 
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About this guide 




This guide has been produced to assist arts, humanities and social sciences (AHSS) 
researchers in understanding the 2015 state of play with regards to open access in 
the UK and what it means to them as current and future authors of scholarly 
monographs. 



A series of questions commonly asked by researchers or of relevance to researchers 
are presented with answers. The questions have been drawn primarily 1 from over 
250 individual responses by researchers, learned societies, university departments 
and publishers to the recent Higher Education Council for England (HEFCE) 
(www.hefce.ac.uk) consultation on open access in the post-2014 Research 
Excellence Framework 2 , which included the following statement: 

“In view of our expectation that open access publication for monographs and 
books is likely to be achievable in the long term, we would like to make clear 
our intention to extend the requirement to these output types in the future, but 
not in the period being addressed by this consultation”. 



1 The responses to the HEFCE consultation were examined and coded in order to highlight concerns 
about open access monographs. The guide has also taken into account comments and concerns from 
public evidence given to inquiries in the House of Commons and the House of Lords, author surveys, 
such as those made available by Taylor and Francis, InTech, Ithaka and OAPEN-UK, and issues that 
the authors have identified through their work on various projects to do with open access monograph 
publishing. 

2 http://www.hefce.ac.uk/pubs/rereports/year/2015/monographs/ 
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A number of projects (see Table 1 ) are exploring what an open access publication 
model for monographs might look like and the implications of such a change upon 
the academic market, including the HEFCE, AHRC and Economic and Social 
Research Council (ESRC) (www.esrc.ac.uk) commissioned Monographs and Open 
Access Project and, of course, the AHRC and Jisc OAPEN-UK project (this guide 
being an output of OAPEN-UK). In addition, publishers and new academic presses 
are actively testing new business models to enable researchers to publish their 
monographs in open access. All this activity makes for a very exciting period of 
change but it also raises many questions for researchers as noted in the Crossick 
report to HEFCE 3 , Monographs and Open Access: 

“It is very clear, however, that extending open access to books is not easy. 
From licensing and copyright to business models and quality, the issues that 
must be tackled are thorny and numerous”. 



We hope this guide will assist researchers interested in the issues around open 
access monographs and help them to consider the opportunities and challenges of 
publishing a monograph in open access. 



This guide accompanies our previous Guide to Creative Commons for 
humanities anc[ social science monograph authors 4 ', and has been edited by 
active researchers, to make sure that it is relevant and useful to academics 
faced with decisions about publishing. 



3 We recommend reading the full Crossick report which is available at: 
http://www.hefce.ac.uk/pubs/reports/year/2015/monographs/ 

4 http://oapen-uk.iiscebooks/org/ccguide/ 
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Part 1 : OA Monographs and business models 

Introduction - a quick overview of open access 



The core purpose of open access publishing is to widen access to research findings 
and thereby support more efficient research. It might be said that the open access 
movement began in the sciences with the foundation of arXiv by Paul Ginsparg in 
1991. However, open access subject repositories in the humanities and social 
sciences are not a new phenomenon. Indeed, the Social Science Research Network 
(SSRN) was established in 1994 and is frequently listed as one of the top ranking 
repositories in the world. 

The goals of open access have been set out in a number of statements over the 
years: most importantly, the Budapest Open Access Initiative 5 in 2002, the Bethesda 
Statement on Open Access Publishing 6 and the Berlin Declaration on Open Access 
to Knowledge 7 in 2003. The statements vary in detail, but the key points are fairly 
consistent: making scholarly literature available for free via the internet so that it can 
be read, downloaded, copied, distributed, printed, searched, text-mined or used for 
any other lawful purpose without financial, legal or technical barriers, as long as 
authors are attributed. 

5 http://www.budapestopenaccessinitiative.org 

6 http://legacy.earlham.edu/~peters/fos/bethesda.htm 

7 http://openaccess.mpg.de/Berlin-Declaration 
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There are a number of different definitions of open access, for example ‘gratis’ and 
‘libre’ open access. These terms, borrowed from the open source and free software 
communities, are used to describe the extent to which open access removes barriers 
to reading and reusing the research literature. 



Other common terms heard when discussing open access include ‘Green’ and 
‘Gold’. These refer to the underlying business models that support an academic work 
becoming open access. These terms are predominantly related to articles rather 
than books but it is useful to include them: 

• Gold open access gives a reader free access to the final, published version of 
a work immediately upon publication primarily via the publisher’s website, 
regardless of business model. Often this is associated with a payment to the 
publisher - for articles, this is usually termed an Article Processing Charge 
(APC) - which can range from relatively small to very large. But even though 
most commercial publishers do require an APC before they will make a 
publication open access via the Gold route, paying a fee is not a core 
characteristic of gold open access 

• Green open access, also known as self-archiving, gives a reader access to a 
version of the work after publication via author deposit in an institutional or 
subject repository. The precise characteristics of green open access vary by 
publisher and by discipline 

Whilst green and gold are well established in the journals area, the academic 
monograph market is much more complex with many more issues to overcome. 
Therefore establishing open access requires carefully balanced business models. 

For example, if we break down the traditional book publishing business model to its 
most simplistic form, the costs of production and dissemination are recouped, either 
in whole or in part, through sales of the book to individual readers or libraries. Open 
access changes that model by making the book available for free. The publishing 
costs need to be recouped elsewhere, therefore the balance needs to shift. There 
are still models that could be termed gold or green, but they are much more diverse 
in their form. A full section on business models appears later in this guide. 



7 



Open access monographs - the essentials 




What do we mean by a ‘monograph’? 

Most definitions agree that monographs are academic books written on a single 
subject or an aspect of a subject, typically aimed at, but not restricted to, a scholarly 
audience. OAPEN-UK has been using a fairly broad definition of monographs. Most 
of the titles used in the project are single-authored, but some are multi-authored; 
others are closer to edited collections. Discipline has an impact - in some disciplines 
it is relatively common to produce multi-authored monographs, while in others it is 
rare. HEFCE’s Open Access and Monographs project uses ‘monographs’ as a 
shorthand term to cover publications including (but not limited to) monographs, 
collections of articles by one or many authors, and scholarly editions of texts. 



Most projects are fairly pragmatic in their definitions, and this guide is too. To that 
extent, we do not want to be too constrictive in our definition. Indeed, the evidence 
submitted to HEFCE commented on many different forms of book-related outputs 
based on researchers scholarly work, including (but by no means limited to) book 
chapters, edited collections, catalogues, critical editions or mid-form publications, 
which are longer than a journal article but shorter than a typical monograph. 
Therefore, although, many of the questions answered in this guide will cover the 
‘monograph’, they will also have relevance to other book-type outputs. 
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